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AN 0 2h p 
Humbly Offer'd 1 
Jo prevent Capital Crimes, &c. 


Hereas ſuch is the deplo- 
rable Infatuation of an un- 
expreſſible Number thro; 
the Nation, amongſt the 
idle, vagrant and looſe 
Tribe, that they are loſt 
to every valuable Principle, to all Senſe 
and Thought of Obligation and Duty 
both to God and Man, and ſeruple no 
Miſchief either with regard to Mens Perſons 
or Properties, whereſoever they imagine 
they may extort any Prize, and yet eſcape 
the Laſh of preſeht Juſtice: And where- 
as notwithſtanding the Infamy and Mi- 
ſery attending and enſuing Executions, 
they are ſo proof againſt all the Terrors 
thereof, as ſtill to expoſe themſelves to 
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© the utmoſt Danger of meeting with the 


like fatal end as others before; Wheregs 
withat it muſt be acknowledged very 
ſhocking to ſeo ſo many Lives taken 
away, as ſince the late and other Seſſions, 
wllleh if timely reſtrained might have 
been put into a way, thro' the Divine 
Influence, of attaining and promoting the 
moſt extenſive and laſting Welfare, and 
yet theſe abandon'd Miſcreants, as they 
are unmoved at the Views of all the 
Good that might be attainable by an 
happy Regulation and Preſervation of 
ſuch Lives, ſo they will take no Warning 
from all their executed Brethren, daring 
to defy the moſt numerous Threatnings 
of Puniſhment, and. with the moſt auda- 
cious and unexampled Inſolence, pro- 
jecting and purſuing all the vileſt Mea- 
ſures that Hell can ſuggeſt, as particu- 
larly in the late Attempts of our ſhame- 
leſs Incendiaries; Whereas likewiſe it 
is a very picrcing Lamentation that the 
inoffenſive, wiſe, and uſeful part of Man- 
kind, how much ſoever they are entitled to 
Protection from all illegal Violence and 
Moleſtation, and have the Benefit as of 
the greateſt Encouragement to promote 
the Seizing ſuch as baſely moleſt and in- 
jure, fo of the moſt watchful Admini- 
ſtration wherever they are ſeized, and 
what Expence or 'Trouble ſoever they 
are at for Defence, yet know not whe- 
ther travelling Abroad, or walking in 
8 the 


the Streets, or dealing in their Shops, 
or reſting in their Beds, they may be out 

of Danger from theſe Monſters; and 
whereas notwithſtanding the great Obliga- 
tions this Nation is under to our wiſe Legi- 
flature, for their particular Care in ſeveral 
Ages to provide ſuitable Laws for the 
ſuppreſſion of the moſt miſchievous Mea- 
ſures, according as they were or are new- 
ly invented or repeated by ſuch Hands, 
and with what Moderation ſoever they 
have acted in allotting the ſeveral Pu- 
niſhments, as to be as ſparing as poſſible of 
Criminals Lives, and as tender even in 
the greateſt Executions as can be con- 
ſiſtent with the loſs of Life, without enact- 
ing greater Extremity of Severity there- 
in, which other Nations have been forced 
to have recourſe to; yet tis long viſible 
how much ſuch Wiſdom and Moderation 
has been trampled upon, and thoſe 
wretched Creatures reſolve at all Hazards 
of Lite to run into the moſt capital 
Crimes, that they force our kind and 
gracious Government to all the Grief and 
Pain of ordering their Execution; All 
which is yet ſo far from being ſufficient 
to melt or awe their ſtupify'd Minds, 
that they rather every Age and Year 
grow more numerous and deſperate; 
'tis humbly conceived it may be highly 
deſirable that there may be ſome Method 
taken, as may yet effectually curb ſuch 
an ungoverned Race. 


Now 
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Now there ſcems to be but two ways 
that can under God produce this happy 
Effect; the one is, by adding, where 
there be the greateſt Crimes, greater Seve- 
rity in the Execution; the other by or- 
dering and diſpoſing of ſuch as have be- 


gun or are liable to offend, before they 


are involved in the greateſt Guilt. 
As to a greater Severity of Execution, 


it may be clamour'd againſt by ſome of 


the more ſoft Tempers, as, what may be 
more ſevere than Death, and what great- 
er Satisfaction can be given to the Juſtice 
of the Law, and the Perſons offended, 
than by the Criminals loſing their Lives: 
"Tis own'd that if the occaſion of ſuch 
Puniſhment had been prevented, it had 
been a thouſand times more Satisfaction; 
yet in an irreparable State nothing 
more than Death can be expected or in- 
flicted in this World: But 'tis well known 
there are ſome kinds of Death more 
ſharp and terrifying than others. As 
there have been in every Nation, thro' the 
various Ages of Mankind, different Me- 
thods of Execution; ſo it has been 
always judged in the uſe of the 
Sword of Juſtice for the Terror of evil 
Doers, the particular manner of its Ap- 
plication has been left to Man's Wiſdom 
to determine, as may beſt anſwer the 
end thereof. And ſince with us no Pu- 
niſhment is firſt ſettled without the whole 
Legiſlative Power, and the People in 
EP general 
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general as repreſented in Parliament, as 
well as the Royal Power, are all con- 
cern'd in appointing divers Kinds of Pu- 
niſhment, whether they are more or leſs 
ſevere, none can ſay there is any Thing 
done without the Nations own Conſent 
and Act; and who then can reaſonably. 
diſapprove what they themſelves by their 
own Repreſentatives may ordain, accord- 
ing as they find occafion,—— 
In the quick diſpatch of Mens Lives, 
either by hanging,  burniag, or ſhooting, 
whereby the Senſation of the Torture is 
in an inſtant extinguiſhed, tis too often 
ſeen how little concern or fear is produced 
even at the very time of Execution; when 
ſuch as are Strangers to the 'Terror of 
future Judgment, think the whole of 
ſuch Puniſhment only a ſhort ſtroke, which 
they are no ſooner under, but they are 
at the end of: When this therefore, tho' 
terrible enough beyond Expreſſion to all 
that have the leaſt Thought and Grace, 
to make ſuch fear the leaſt beginnings 
of Offence, which might endanger their 
being given over to ſuch a fatal end as 
has innumerable ſtartling Horrors beſides 
the direful after-reckoning, yet is ef+ 
teemed ſo {light and unterrifying amongſt 
this hardned Crew; an Execution that 
is attended with more laſting Torment, 
may ſtrike a far greater Awe, much to 
leflen, if not to put a ſtop to, their ſhame- 
leſs Crimes, 'The ancient Method of 

hang- 
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4 hanging ſuch alive on Gibbets till ſtarved 

to Death, was ſo tedious and diſturbing 

whereſoever within common hearing, that 

tho doubtleſs it could not fail of raiſing 

a ſuitable Terror, yet the tender and 

innocent part of Mankind not being able 

to bear, it was thought requiſite to lay 

aſide. But there is a noted Puniſhment 

ſo much in vogue abroad which is of the 

greateſt Service to reſtrain ſuch Hands; and 

that is, breaking upon the Wheel; by which 

the Criminals run through ten thouſand 

thouſand of the moſt exquiſite Agonies, as 

there are Moments in the ſeveral hours and 

days during the unconceivable Torture of 
their bruiſed, broken, and disjointed Limbs 

to the laſt Period. Or there is another 

way which could not but make the moſt 

daring Spirit fearful of running into the 

danger of feeling the Severity thereof; 

and that is, (inſtead of diſpatching them 
by a Cord about their Neck, G.) by 

twiſting a little Cord hard abont their 

Arms or Legs, which would particularly 

affect the Nerves and Sinews and the 
more ſenſible Parts to produce the keeneſt 

Anguith; under which, as there would 

be ſome time before they will expire, 
they will ſuffer the Pain of many Deaths 
in one: With this if they were fixed on 
ſome Gibbet at ſome little diſtance of 
about ten or twenty Poles from thoſe 
Roads where now are the uſual places of 
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Execution, that their Cries may not much 
diſturb the common Paſſengers, and yet 
not ſo far out of hearing, but that 
they may a little reach the Ears of 
their offending Brethren at their paſſin 
by, in order to remind them of the dif. 
mal end they are like to come unto, 
what Heart, how ill ſoever inclined, 
would not be forc'd to dread any crimi- 
nal Steps; . eſpecially if withal there be 
a Guard ſet to prevent all Attempt of 
Relief, and the Perſons thus Executed 
be faſtned with ſuch hardned Iron Chains 
and Locks as no File or other Inſtrument 
may. reach, and the Place where the 
Cords are twiſted be covered with hard- 
ned Iron Plates or Boxes claſpd and 
lock'd together as may be irremovable, 
and the Timber be- plated over as none 
may be capable of cutting down. Or 
if they be ſet on a Gibbet in the like 
manner with their Limbs broken, which. 
may be ſooneſt done, it would as certain- 
ly cauſe the like lingring and terrifying 
Torment. Or were they chained down. 
to a Stake or Iron Crow, and a Fire 
made at ſome little diſtance round them, 
very ſlowly to burn them to Death; and 
ſhould there be a very conſiderable Pe- 
nalty enacted for ſuch as would attempt 
to prevent the Horror, by being acceſlary 
to ſome dark Method of haſtening their 
End under ſuch Puniſhment; as none 
B could 
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could be inſenſible, how very ſtartling 
it would be where unallay'd with the 
leaſt hope of a ſpeedy diſpatch ; ſo none 
would be under the Temptation of im- 
bruing their Hands in their Brethrens 
Blood, under pretence of Kindneſs, where 
there could be no Commiſhon ; and the 
Criminals themſelves, when upon the 
Edge of Eternity, may be ' ſufficiently 
warn'd againſt the Dangers of ſwelling 


their future Account by conſpiring their 


own Execution. - — —-——- — — 
lf ſuch Methods may be cenſured as 
too ſevere; it may be conhdered whether 
they may not have the greateſt uſe; when 
if they ſufficiently territy, the happy 
End is anſwered, by there being none 
or very few capital Crimes committed, 
and no ſuch Severity endured: And if 
inſtead of a thouſand Lives now cut off 
in the common way of Execution, there 
may not be near a twentieth part of the 
Number according to this Scheme, tho' 
here and there a Miſcreant may ſo ſevere- 
ly ſuffer where nothing is too ſharp for 
their incorrigible Spirits, yet how many 
hundreds of precious Lives would be here- 
by preſerved: That tho' it may be a Se- 
verity to ſuch as are reſolved to forfeit 
all right to Compaſſion, yet what a 
thouſand-fold Mercy to others: A Mercy 


beyond compare to thoſe who are in- 


clined to purſue this vile Life, who in 
the View of ſuch ſtartling Puniſhment 
* 8 before 
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before their Eyes would be almoſt com- 
pell'd to think and fear a little, whether 
they will or no; and if duly wrought 
upon by theſe ſtrung Springs of fear, tho' 
they may not at firſt take up with a 
Life of Innocence and Induſtry upon 
choice, yet ſeeing without ſuch Life there 
can be no help or ſafety, no Suſtenance 
for themſelves or Families, and having 
no Time or Subſtance laviſhly to abuſe, 
they will find themſelves obliged in many: 
reſpects to ſtarve their Vices for want of 
Supplies by their old Enterpriſes; and 
being kept back from their betwitching 
Courſe and Company, may be in a way, 


thro' God's Mercy, more to conſider and 


attend the amiable Paths of Vertue, and 
thereby to arrive to ſome hopeful Views; 
and what a Mercy may hereby accrue 
to their Families, when by being de- 
terr d from their enormous Crimes, in- 
ſtead of being cut off by Juſtice in the 
midſt of their days from an Opportunity 
to aſſiſt their Families, inſtead of intail- 


ing the blackgſt Blot and Curſe upon 


them, by their own infamous Life and 
Death, they may have the Favour under 
God of many years to be the Inſtruments of 
numberleſs Joys in their behalf: And 
what a Mercy to the Neighbourhood and 
Kingdom, when unannoy'd with the 
alarms, fears, and ſufferings of Miſchief, 
and when they may have the Satis- 
faction of various Services and Improve- 
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ments from their honeſt Labours. —— — 
or ſhould ſuch terrifying Puniſhments 
be diſtaſted, notwithſtanding the fore- 
mentioned Neceſſity and Uſe; at leaſt 
it may be humbly deſired that one or 
other of them be Enacted for the Crimes 
of the firſt Magnitude, as that of Mur- 
ther, firing of Houſes, 6c. which there 
would be a Neceſſity of a ten- fold re- 
ſtraint from, the fears whereof have 
given People ſo many aking 'Thoughts 
throughout the Nation; eſpecially when 
ſuch deſperate Creatures are too ready to 
take to the extremeſt Meaſures of Cruelty, 
if yet unawed by the abovenamed Terrors. 
And for as much as the more gentle 
Methods of puniſhing our petty Cri- 
minals by Tranſportation, are found to 
be ſo miſerably abuſed, that inſtead of 
the excellent Law being happily an- 
ſwered, by draining the Nation of its 
offenſive Rubbiſh, without taking away 
their Lives, greater Numbers ſtill ga- 


ther; and whereas tis thought an abuſe 


of the Law is owing in a great Meaſure 
to their hopes. of getting a return unob- 
ſerved, and continuing after their return 
in diſguiſe unſeized, notwithſtanding the 
certainty of Death by the Law if diſ- 
covered ; and for as much as the Un- 
tranſported Criminals that fuffer ſmaller 
Punil —— here at home, when ſet at 
Liberty ſoon return to their old Life, 
in hopes that, if again taken, they ſhall 
4+ 5 $$ : not 
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not be remembred or known, and may 
come off as eaſily as they did before, 
and thereupon are ſtill led on to greater 
Miſchief ; 'tis earneſtly wiſh'd that there 


might be a Mark given both to thoſe 


that are ſent abroad, and thoſe that are 
puniſhed at home, that they may be in- 
fallibly known when they are again ſeiz d: 
And ſince the old way of marking 
Criminals, by burning in the Hand 
or Face, has been ſo eafily tore or cut 
out as not to be throughly after diſcern d, 
if it was ordered that they ſhould have 
a ſlit burnt by an hot pair of Shears in one 
of their Ears, ſuch Mark can never be re- 
moved: And that the Tranſported and Un- 
tranſported may be diſtinguiſhed from each 
other, there may be a ſlit in the right Ear 
for one, and in the left Ear for the o- 
ther: This, as undefaceable a Mark of 
Diſtinction as it would be, to anſwer 
the purpoſes of Terror beyond the 
Marks before uſed, yet would not be 


a Bar to the Services of ſuch upon a 


Suppoſition of their being after reclaimed, 
being not ſo much in fight as the other; 
and would thereupon give no Occaſion 
of the leaſt cruel abuſe, eſpecially where, 
as mention'd before, they would be fo 
particularly reftrained therefrom. 

Yet as neceflary as theſe Puniſhments 
may be in various Caſes, fince it would 
be thought tedious to apply them m 
every particular; nothing would be of 
greater 
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greater ſervice to anſwer ſeveral Diffi- 


culties than a contrivance of ſome very la- 
borious Work, .as in a neighbour Nation; 
ſuch as may defray the expence of At- 
tendance and Confinement, and yet pro- 
mote the moſt ſharp and laſting Terror, 


if there may be Commiſſion given to 


ſome very watchful Inſpectors to drive 
them on in their Work with the utmoſt 


Severity, in caſe of the leaſt loytering, 


and an order for the Criminals to con- 
tinue unreleaſed therefrom, according 
to the Malignity of their Crimes. 


Yet whilſt notwithſtanding all the 


Puniſhment that can be contrived, till 
there be ſome effectual ſtop put to the 
Vagrancy of our common Beggars, and 


other pretended compaſſionable Travel- 
lers, there will be ſtill a Nurſery of the 
vileſt Hands, who having no Edge for 


Work, and yet having many craving 
undiſciplined Deſires, and nothing where- 
withal to ſatisfy them, will be in no 
ſmall Danger of breaking thro' many 
Ties and Terrors; and whilſt, notwith- 
ſtanding divers Laws made to confine 
them, the Nation is as much gall'd with 
them as ever; If there can't be made 


room for them in Places that may be 


procured at home for the moſt puniſh- 
ing Work of Criminals, there is a very 
feaſible way to clear the Nation of them; 
that is, by ordering that ſuch as are not 


decrepit and decayed, who are able to 
15 Work, 
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Work, ſhould be Tranſported to our 
Plantations, and fold for Slaves to pay 
their freight, or ſent to be chained down 
to work -in ſome Gallies for a Guard of 
our Seas and Forts; and that ſuch ſhould 
be liable to ſome ſevere Puniſhment if 
they return without a Licence; and that 
yet to prevent Hardſhips, they ſhould 
have a full Year's Warning to look out 
for ſuitable Places and Buſineſs, if un- 
willing to be ſo treated: and that all 
others that are helpleſs ſhould be obliged 
to repair to the Pariſhes whereunto they 
belong, upon pain of being puniſhed very 
ſeverely according to ſome Puniſhment 
that may be appointed; and that thoſe 
of them who belong to no particular 
Place, ſhould have ſome County-Houſe 
prepared for their Reception; which ſeems 
to be much more eaſy and practicable, 
than by dividing them in the ſeveral Pa- 
riſhes of the County, according to the 
proportion of the Subſtance of each 
Pariſh, where often there are different 
degrees of Burden already upon their 
Hands, that it would be very difficult 
to compute their Abilities, and there may 
be different degrees of Partiality in the 
Repreſentation. thereof, and the pro- 
portions of their Number may be ve 
different from that of their Subſtance, 
upon which yet various degrees of their 
Charity may depend.“ == 
—And that. ſuch as are at a * 
om 
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from home, upon their arrival from Sea, 
or upon their being engaged in neceſſary 
Buſineſs at any remote Place, or ſuch as 
are call'd to ſome pretended Buſineſs from 


| home, may not make a Trade of Stroling ; 


it may be thought neceſſary to enjoin 
their having a Certificate with a Go- 
vernment-Stamp receivable for a Shilling, 
denoting the Time when they firſt moved, 
the Place whence they came, and whither 
they go, under pain of Tranſportation, 
if they dare to ask without a Certificate, 
or notoriouſly to treſpaſs againſt the Note of 
the time and place ſpecify d in the Certifi- 
cate, or of Death it ſelf if they are found 
to Counterfeit it. —— — 
—Yet were it poſſible that ſome 
weak and fearful Spirits ſhould diſreliſh 
a check of ſuch Vagrancy, with regard 
either to one or other of the begging and 
travelling Number, thinking that the 
more Objects fall in their way, the more 
will be renewed the neceſſary Exerciſe 
of their Charity; far be it from me to 
ſuggeſt that which may clip or hinder 
any good and uſeful Offices in relieving: 


But will there not be Objects enough even 


beyond Number, at home and abroad, 
after all the Fences and Drains that 
could be made according to the fore- 
cited Scheme, for the moſt enlarged 
Hearts and Circumſtances to manifeſt 
the moſt frequent and uſeful Bounty, 
without calling in the Vermin to eat the 

| Bread 
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Bread that ſhould be apply'd another 
way; can it be any Benefit or Duty to 
encourage the Droans and Vipers to fuck 
and poyſon, to - pillage and deface our 
Conſtitution; to nurſe up a Seminary 
for the Highways and Gallows, which 
if happily obliged to think and ſtrive ſui- 
tably to anſwer the end of their Being, 
may rather be copartners with the bet- 
ter part of Mankind, in aſſiſting and 
ſupporting others that are unable to help 
themſelves; in eaſing the Burthen that is 
univerſally complain'd- to lye too heavy 
already, rather than by enereaſing it to 
make it unſupportable: would it not be 
the greateſt kindneſs to ſuch as are able 
to Work, to make their begging-Trade 
ſo painful and unbeneficial, that they 
could not without the utmoſt Difficulty 
and Danger attain the leaſt return, that 
they may be driven to take Sanctuary 
under ſome honeſt Employ. So far is 
Man from being under an Obligation to 
ſcatter his Favours at all Adventures, that 
it is a neceſſary part of Wiſdom to conſider 
the uſe thereof ; to endeavour to do all 
the real Service that can be in the 
World, and not to miniſter to Peoples 
Vices; not by any unſeaſonable Coun- 
tenance to give an handle for the walte 
and miſapplication of precious Time and 
Strength, which might be uſefully em- 
ployed. So far are theſe miſerable 


Creatures from being entitled to others 
2 C relief 
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relief in the Support of their unneceſ- 


ſary Sloth, where capable of Service, 
that tis enjoyned if any will not Work, 
when they can and may, neither ſhould 
they eat: And if they can't be prevail'd 
with by all the Meaſures, rough and 
ſmooth, that may be here uſed, to bind 
them to ſome agreeable Diligence for 
their Subſiſtance, they will have no rea- 
ſon to complain if baniſhed where they 
will be conſtrained thereto, | 

And that a further part of this Na- 
tion's Burthen among the other Poor, who 
have not given into the Principles and 
Steps. of thoſe abovementioned, may be 
lightned; and, that ſuch may not, thro 
defect of Employment, and thro' their 
{lender Support, be ſeduced to any Thing 
that is injurious; there may be a ſingular 
Help by an Order to appropriate and 
improve the divers waſte and improve- 
able Parts that lay in common belonging 
to many Pariſhes: by which an acre of 
Ground that may not be worth per an- 
num twenty pence, or little more than 
fo many Farthings, may be worth as 
many SHillings; and the Places there- 
unto belonging may be enabled to em- 
ploy and ſuitably to reward innumera- 
ble Hands that lay ſo hard upon them; 
and the fulneſs of the Buſineſs would be 
more beneficial both in the preſent and 
divers alter-Generations, than the pre- 
tended Profit in that little ſhare that 


ſome _ 


1 


(19) 

ſome hope to reap from the deſert and 
barren Ground: Eſpecially if withal 
there be to every Cottager in ſuch places, 
and others in their reſpective Circum- 
ſtances, that are known to make ſome 
ſmall Benefit therefrom, allotted a pro- 
portionable ſhare thereof: In which yet 
an Encloſure may not be univerſally ap- 
proved, and therefore is here paſt over 


as to the various diſputes on each fide 


concerning the Benefit to the Poor from 
the common Field or encloſed Ground: 
But that which is here wiſhed for, is the 
bare Appropriation to ſome particular Poſ- 
ſeſlors, that there might be Permiſſion 
for the greateſt Employment and Im- 
provement. If it may be ſaid, there 
may be other Poor after ariſing, who 
thro' a total Appropriation of ſuch. 
Waſtes in the preſent or next Age, would 
one Day miſs of the like property ; yet 
{till as there will be ever the more 
Work where there is more Land to Ma- 
nure, here would be a Foundation for 
the more continued uſeful returns : 
And whatſoever little Spring of good 
there may be one way, yet as it may 


be far over-ballanced by the other, the 


rule ever holds, that the leaſt Good is 
not to exclude the greateſt. Or ſhould 
there be a dependance of ſome after-Poor 
upon the Notion of help from ſuch waſte 
places without ſuitable Work, the more 


Inducement there would be to ſuch idle 
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Dreamers to aim at Settlements and 
multiplication in Pariſhes, the more to 
encreaſe their Burthen. Or ſhould there 
be the leaſt demur of Injury to any, tis 
but trying one half of the large Com- 
mons and other waſte Tracts, and leaving 
a remainder for caſual Uſes after ariſing. 
Or ſhould it be imagined that ſuch Im- 
provement, by ſupplying the Nation 
with a larger Stock, would {ink the Va- 
lue of other Lands, and the product there- 
of; it may be humbly ask'd, whether, with- 
out ſome waſting Judgment by War or Peſti- 
lence, there is not in every Age an en- 
creaſe of Number requiring a proportion- 
able vent of Improvements; and whether 
there may not be ſuch Exportation en- 
couraged as may ballance the Additions 
which may ariſe therefrom ; and who may 
not earneſtly hope, that it might be 
univerſally own'd, that Poſſeſſions are 
only a Loan from the Supream Founder, 
as for the neceſſary Accommodations of 
the Perſons entruſted therewith, and 
their neareſt Relatives and Dependants ; 
ſo for the Benefit of the Community, and 
its real Objects of Compaſſion, who if 
never ſo {incerely deſirous and careful to 


ſtrive for an agreeable Suſtenance, muſt, 


if unconſidered, fall ſhort in the attain- 
ment thereof, —— ... 
And if there may be to thisScheme further 
added an Encouragementfor many indigent 
Families to be convey'd to his Majeſties 


Ter- 
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Territories abroad, by their receiving for a 
Term of Years a few unimproved Acres, to 
induce them to become Tenants to the 
Crown in the Improvement of others, how: 
many poor Creatures may this Nation be 
drain'd of, how. much Trade may be here- 
by promoted, and what Revenue to the 
Crown where is now no return, 
And that no Perſons of a dark Cha- 
racer might skulk about unobſerved, 
thro” the leaſt unactive Pity, or negle& 


of Examination; it may be preſumed 


that nothing could more conduce to the 
Diſcovery and removal of ſuch, than an 
expreſs Order that the Veſtry of ever 

Pariſh, or ſome ſele& Committee 3 
ſhould at frequent Times of their Meet- 
ing, without fail, proceed with the moſt 


firm and impartial Reſolution, to enquire 


after every ſuſpected Perſon about the 


Neighbourhood; and be ſupplied with 


Warrants for the ſending them away, 


either to ſome very ſervileEmploy abroad, 


or in our own Country, upon their giv- 
ing no ſatisfactory Account of the Means 
w hereby they are ſupported. 

Yet were Millions of Reſtraints and 


Employments directed to bind each Per- 


ſon of the forecited Denominations to 
ſome agreeable Care for Man's common 
Safety and Felicity, if their Princi- 


ples are left unreclaim'd, ſtill one muſt 
deſpair of the moſt happy Succeſs. Tis 
a noted complaint of ſuch as have been 
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at the laſt Point of Execution, who 


then could be under very little 'Temp- 


tation to ſpeak out any 'Thing but their 


real Experience, that the great Source of 
the Corruption of their Principles has 


been the Profanation of the Lord's Day: 


and thoſe who have obſerved what per- 
nicious Deſires and Meaſures they are 
in Judgment abandon'd to, who go on. 


unreſtrained in breaking thro' the Obli- 


gations of that ſacred Time, that is ſe- 
queſtred for divine Uſes, would be glad 
to find ſome remedy to reach the Foun- 
dation of ſuch Miſchief. Now that 
which would go a great way to prevent 
an abuſe of ſuch Time, and the ill Effects 
enſuing, is the keeping true to ſome 


publick Service: Since with God's Mer- 
cy, Where there is a due Attendance and 


Application, the various Miſts and Er- 
rors which often hang before their Minds, 
thro the taint and hurry of the Week 
before, may be ſomething removed, and 
their Thoughts of their chiefeſt Intereſt 
more happily revived, to promote an 
uſeful Impreſſion. But on the contrary, 
where thoſe. poor Creatures have fallen 
out with ſuch Duty, how common is it 
for them, when their Time ſeems to hang 


upon their Hands, inſtead of being en- 
gaged in the Houſe of God, to be reel- 


ing about at their darkeſt Haunts, to 
throw away upon their Vices on that 
Day that which they have been gather- 


ing. 
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ing all the Week; and are in little pain 
what Crying and Starving there is at 
home, what blaſt of their Name and 
Subſtance, what an Eclipſe of all future 
hope, or into what Straits they are redu- 
ced, to pave a way for the moſt pernicious 
Attempts; May it not therefore be ex- 
tremely deſirable to oblige ſuch under ſome 
Penalty to be more wiſe in reſorting on 
ſuch Day toſome publick Place of Worſhip : 
and where the uſual Methods to driveſuch 
thereto have been attended with Obſtruc- 
tions in the tediouſneſs and burden of their 
Application, and the particular Act of: 
Pounds per Month for abſenting, according to 
the 23d of Elizabeth, if never ſo much de- 
fired to be apply d, could no ways affect the 
meaner kind; would it not be much more 
practicable and effectual to injoin a Penalty 
of twenty Shillings, eaſily recoverable by di- 
ſtreſs, one half, or Five Shilhngs only, to be 
paid tothe Informers, the other to the Poor 
of the Pariſh, for every Month's Abſence, un- 
leſs in caſes of Sickneſs and Diſaſters, or ſome 
diſagreeable diſtance and impaſſable ways, 
or other extraordinary Emergency, which 
may occaſion any hindrance. 
—And whereas in the Acts prohibiting 
ſelling on the Lord's Day, the Penalty is 
ſo ſlight in reſpect to the common Inſtances 
thereof, as to keep in very little Awe 
thoſe who allow themſelves in breaking 
thro' all; and the voluntary contracts 
which have in ſome few Places been made 
amongſt. 
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amongſt Shopkeepers and others,under far 
greater Penalties to forbear any Violation 
of the Lord's Day by ſelling, Oc. unleſs in 
caſe of Sickneſs, Oc. and ſome other un- 


foreſeen neceſſary Occaſions which could 


not be guarded againſt on the Week-day ; 
how very uſeful ſoever they have been in 
reſtraining many of thoſe that have been 
thereby bound under their Hands and Seals, 
eſpecially where a tie of common Honour 
and Probity, and much more where an high- 
er Principle prevails; yet have not been ſo 
compleatly effectual for want of a more 
eſtabliſned Authority; theſe are therefore 
to wiſh that a Penalty of forty Shillings 
may be order d for every Offence in ſelling, 
unleſs under the aforeſaid Limitations,upon 
the Evidence of two or more reputable 
knownWitnefles of the neighbourhood, one 
quarter thereof or five Shillings only, to 
be given to the Informers, and the reſt to 
the Poor of the Pariſh. It may ſeem ſu- 
perfluous to enforce ſuch Penalty, upon the 
account of the Check that has been already 
long given to all viſible trading on the 
Lord's Day, in ſhutting every Shop Door: 
The leaſt common Reaſon and Integrity 
may ſuggeſt that the ſly and dark violation 
of the Day in Men's private Dealings muſt 
be no ſmall denial to their Character and 
Cuſtom; ſince nothing is more certain than 
that whoſoever makes no ſcruple to play 
the Hypocrite with God, can't be ſuppoſed 
to be many removes from playing the Knave 
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with Man when Occaſionſerves: and who- 
ever therefore are deſirous that their Cuſ- 
tomers ſhould place a Confidence in their 
Word, will even in point of worldly Inte- 
reſt need no reſtraint to make them forbear 
all ſuch clandeſtin dealing on ſuch Day, as 
they would be thought honeſt Men, and 
much more where ſufficiently appriſed of 
the Obligations of their Duty: Yet what 
a ſingular ſervice might ſuch Reſtraint be, 
where Thought and Conſcience is thrown 
out of Doors; where nothing but fear of 
Information from their own Cuſtomers or 
other Spies ties their Hands, and prevents 
their waiting at home on their Shops to 
expoſe themſelves to the Hazard thereof, 
when they ſhould be engaged in the publick 
Worſhip, and may put a ſtop to many ill 
Preſidents of violating divers parts of 
the ſacred Day. And how happy, happy 
would it be for the Kingdom, if the ſame 
Reſtraint was extended to our publick 
Houſes, not only in point of drawing Li- 
uor in time of Divine Service, which thro 
other Prohibitions is in ſome Meaſure alrea- 
dy abated, but in other parts of the Day, 
with ſome ſmall Limitations as to the Sick, 
Lodgers, Gc. where thro' want of ſome 
remarkable Penalty, eaſily to be executed 
without entirely diſſettling them, there is 
ſuch Liberty taken, eſpecially on the Lord's 


 Day-Evenings,as drowns all the ſerious Me- 


ditations that have been before ſuggeſted; 


and the ſacred Day, that is the beſt and 
D chief- 
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chiefeſt time of all the Week, to pro- 
mote a Preparation for Eternity, is turn- 
ed to the very worlt, as if inſtead of 
being the Lord's Day, it was the Devil's; 
which is a moſt deplorable Addition to 
the heap of publick Guilt, and as ſure 
as there is a God in Heaven, and a fu- 
ture State, will be a moſt flaming Arti- 
cle at the laſt Day. Yet if it ſhould be 
ſuggeſted, that the more Men's 3 
is reſtrained on the Lord's Day, the leſs 
will be the Conſumption of our Product: 
I am perſwaded none would preſume to 
countenance the abuſes of ſuch Day for 
the ſake of a little Paultry and unjuſti- 
fiable Return, ſuch as whercſoever en- 
couraged, would be the moſt pernicious 
canker to cat thro' the greateſt heap; and 
that none could then reaſonably deſire to 
glean from the little Earnings of the Poor, 
thereby to encreaſe the Number of 
periſhing Families, and to make the 
Load and Guilt thereof the more mourn- 
fully to recoil upon the Nation. 

Mere theſe and the like Meaſures or- 
dered, how eaſily under God might 
it lie in the Power of well-diſpoſed 
Friends in every Place, when thus au- 
thorized by publick Authority, to remind 
others of the Penalties they would in- 
cur in caſe of Defiance: And ſuch can 
want no Arguments to induce them as 
to ſpend their time moſt uſefully in the 
Divine Exerciſes of the Day, ſo to give 


the 
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the moſt engaging Example to the fore- 
cited Objects of Pity, that. all might 
heartily join to improve the ſmall re- 
mains of the Time and Talents which 
may be further allowed for their trueſt 
Intereſt. 

If our wiſe Legiſlature would conde- 
ſcend therefore to be at the trouble of a 
ſingle Act for the forementioned Regu- 
lations ; as it may be no ſmall Embelliſh- 
ment of the preſent and ſucceeding Ages, 
in the degree of Favour which it may 

pleaſe God in general to vouchſafe there- 

to, where a Change may be attained 
and continued; ſo it would be beyond 
Meaſure tranſporting, if it may be at- 
tained with a ſuitable Effect in thoſe 
who are particularly concern'd therein; 
when having no cauſe of Confuſion at 
the uſual Approaches and Dangers of 
Tryals, they can look the World in the 
Face with a ſafe and undiſtreſſed Con- 
ſcience; and they are fo far from giving 
occaſion of Friends bleeding Hearts and 
Floods of Tears, to think that ſuch may 
have been loſt for ever ; ſo far from be- 
ing look'd upon by them as the Sink 
and Spawn of humane Nature, that 
they may be the faithful and delightful Fa- 
vourites of God and Man, and Heirs, 
if not of all the little and fading Sup- 
plies here, yet of inconceivable and un- 
ending Bleſſings. | 
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